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“LIE DETECTOR" FOOLS JAMES EARL RAY ~ by Cary Mack 

Lie Detector, a syndicated daily tv show hosted by attorney F. Lee Bailey, traveled to Tennessee State Prison to interview 
and administer a polygraph test to James Earl Ray. As you are about to see, Ray continues to be his own worst enemy. 

The following transcript was made from a video tape of the first repeat of the program broadcast May 2, 1983. I have 
deleted most of the irrelevant and repetitious statements, many of which came from Bailey: 


FLB...You say you've never admitted the crime to anybody. 
JER...Yes...l didn't enter the guilty plea to escape the death 
penalty, that was a contention of my attorney Percy 
Foreman. Actually the judge said that no one never been ex- 
ecuted he sentenced to death, so that really wasn't an issue. 

I believe the three people that said that I confessed to them 
in private were the attorney I had, Percy Foreman, who 
entered the guilty plea; [deleted], he was a member of 
Scotland Yard police force; and George MacMillan [husband 
of Priscilla Johnson MacMillan], ..a writer who authored a 
book about the (MLK) homicide. 

FLB...But he did not say that he talked to you personally; I 
think he claimed that he talked to your brother Jerry. 
JER...Yes, MacMillan claimed that I intended to shoot 
(MLK). ..and this was published in the January 26, 1976 issue 
of Time magazine. 

FLB.. .Where do you think MacMillan got this information? 
He claims he's quoting your brothers directly who, in turn, 
are quoting you. 

JER...I don't know where he got the information, I suppose 
he [deleted]. He claims I told my brothers this on April 24, 
1967 in a hotel room in Chicago, but actually on April 24th I 
was walking down a railroad track in Missouri; in fact I spent 
about seven days on a railroad track and didn't arrive in 
Chicago till May the first. 

FLB.. .To catch our viewers up a little further, you took a 
polygraph test some years ago from a gentleman named 
[deleted] from the John Reed Institute in Chicago, certainly a 
high'y regarded institute. You were then tested on a later oc- 
casion by Chris Gugas [phonetic], who once had been the 
president of the American Polygraph Association. You've in- 
dicated to me that on both of those days you weren't feeling 
well and indeed there's some corroboration in Mr. Gugas' 
report in his book that your pulse and blood pressure were 
running quite high. ..how are you feeling today? 

JER I feel good today; at that time I was in segregation. I was 
feeling sort of, uh, uh, usually your blood pressure goes up 
when you're in segregation a long time, and my blood 
pressure was up [edit], 

FLB There are only two things we can see in a polygraph test, 
one is complete truth and the other is deception, and decep- 
tion can mean anything— could mean you shot him right in 
the head, it could mean that you knew who did it, could 
mean you were nearby, could mean you knew it was gonna 
happen. ..Now, we're not really here today to test that cen- 
tral issue. What has aggravated you is that a bunch of people 
are running around saying ''He admitted it to me, he told me 
he did it,'' which I suppose is not very helpful in your efforts 
to get a new trial every time this comes out. What you're 


telling me is you have never told anybody that you did it, is 
that correct? 

JER That's correct. ..I've always contended I didn't do it and 
tried to present evidence. ..to support my contentions. 
FLBAII right, but there are two different questions, one is did 
you commit the murder and the other is did you tell so- 
meone that you committed the murder and they are not 
necessarily consistent. You could have told all kinds of peo- 
ple, even though you didn't do it, covering for 
someone. ..You understand that "Did you tell anyone" is a 
sweeping question. ..it would go back 15 years.. .and (telling 
anyone would) get a deceptive result. 

JER Yes, I understand [he answered yes many times during 
FLB's statement], 

FLB You're no stranger to the polygraph, you've read about 
it, studied it, and despite the adverse results before, still will- 
ing to give it a try to see whether or not it can be helpful on 
this specific question. 

JER Yes. 

FLB. ..The question is "Do you get any benefit of any kind as 
a result of the death of (MLK)." Now what's your answer to 
that? 

JER No. 

FLB Never a dime, never a piece of property, never any 
tangible benefit. 

JER Nothing. 

FLB. ..First of all, to be that kind of benefit you would have to 
know that it was due you before the shooting occurred, 
whether you were involved in the shooting or not... 

JER. ..You'd have to have some type of agreement, yes. 

FLB. ..The other possibility is that after the deed was done 
somebody... said "That was a fine thing to do. ..here's 
$5000." That would not be prearranged money. And the 
third possibility is that you could have been in trouble with 
the law and needing to get out of the United States in a hurry 
and gotten some financial assistance from somebody you 
knew. Once alleged. ..that your brothers gave you some 
money to help you run. It's very important in the polygraph 
test not to confuse those three possibilities and I think what 
you really want to be tested on is whether prior to the 
assassination of Dr. King you knew you were going to get 
money and whether you did, in fact, get money for the act; 
not expenses, not to help you on the lam, but that you got 
paid for the actual shooting, or arranging the shooting as the 
case may be. 

JER. ..Our contention is that an individual named [deleted] 
financed the homocide. He's a former Argentine national, 
uh, voluntary [?] in Argentina. Now, of course, I contend I 
knew nothing about the shooting in advance... 



FLB...Our field examiner today is Avery L. Puckett [ALP] of 
Nashville. Mr. Puckett is licensed in the states of Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Alabama and is a full-fledged member of 
the American Polygraph Association. 

ALP... Regarding whether or not you have confessed to the 
shooting of Dr. King, do you intend to answer each of my 
questions truthfully? 

JER Yes. 

ALP Have you ever confessed to shooting Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.? 

JER No. 

ALP Other than courtroom proceedings, have you told 
anyone at all th,at you shot Dr. King? 

JER No. 

ALP Have you ever admitted to anyone that you shot Dr. 
King in Memphis? 

JER No. 

FLB...We have concluded our polygraph examination of 
James Earl Ray and you will recall that we had two questions 
to address— the first, whether or not he was paid anything in 
connection with the assassination of (MLK), we have tested 
independently and have reached an inconclusive result. We 
cannot say that James Earl Ray is deceptive in denying the 
receipt of any payment. 

He has also made the statement that at no time did he ad- 
mit to anyone, even any of his several lawyers, that he had, 
in fact, committed the assassination himself.. .James, as you 
can see, these responses are all to the relevant questions. 
They have you disturbed. Now this doesn't surprise me one 
whit; it may surprise you. And let me tell you why I think 
you wanted to be tested on this issue, and why you are 
responding in a deceptive fashion each time you are asked if 
you admit it. You perhaps thought that if you don't have a 
memory of having said specifically to one of these lawyers 
"Yes I did it," that the polygraph would recognize that. It 
does not. 

There's another problem here without any of this analysis 
and any of this scoring. I would have called the results on 
this based on one factor and I think you know what it is. 
That is, an effort to manipulate the polygraph. Now, when 
Mr. Gugas tested you some years ago he said "I didn't men- 
tion it to James, .but I noticed him trying to tighten his 
muscles." What do you think an examiner says to himself 
when he begins to see breathing patterns like this, that are 
ragged and don't really mean anything but don't happen 
normally. The examiner says to himself "This guy is here to 
try to beat me." What kinds of people try to beat a 
polygraph examiner? People who are telling the truth? They 
have everything to lose if they foul up the test. People that 
are not confident that it will show them to be truthful, can 
sometimes cause an inconclusive result, but that didn't hap- 
pen here, although there are many aberrations in the charts 
as we look at where the question was- answered, and where 
it was asked, and follow the patterns right in those locations, 
the answers are there. 

Now, the likelihoood that you would have gone through 
fifteen years, and this many lawyers, just confined it to 
lawyers, this doesn't say that you admitted anything to your 
brother; somewhere along the line you have a recollection of 
saying to someone, maybe just by not being very vehement, 
uh ' " wel! |,|T1 not denying very hard that I did this thing." 
And that's enough to cause this result. Now you tell me 
what your response is to that speculation, if you will on my 


JER OK, well I'll come out on both the examination [sic]. 
Now in respect to the, it was inconclusive on the question of 
whether I ever received any money for allegedly [FLB inter- 
rupts]. 

FLB Now the ironic thing was, if you hadn't started fooling 
with the polygraph [JER interrupts], 

JER No, I wasn't fooling with it. 

FLB See, maybe you're doing that subconsciously. The first 
chart had you pointed in the right direction. 

JER I made a conscious effort not to even move my fingers 
cause I know that shows up on the graph and the examiner 
will say you're trying to be deceptive. 

FLB Uh-huh. 

JER Now with respect to receiving money, I've never, if I 
ever received any money for not [sic] shooting (MLK) it must 
have been indirectly, cause I've never received a nickel... 
FLB Well no one is saying that, you did not fail that test. 
JER Well I ^hink it was inconclusive. 

FLB Inconclusive means we won't call it one way or 
another— we won't say the answer is deceptive, we won't 
say it's truthful. It is no evidence at all that you got any 
money. 

JER Now with respect to the confessions, a lot of times so- 
meone will ask me something and I won't deny it or admit it. 
FLB All this indicates is that when you say "I never admitted 
to anybody that I did this shooting," uh, you're not very 
comfortable with that blanket statement. Now, let me give 
you this suggestion because we're fair game like anyone else, 
and if you want to take a polygraph test in a certain way, it's 
a free country and you have a right to. But whoever gave 
you the garbage about how to deceive the examiner, 
whoever's running that fast course on beating the 
polygraph... 

JER No, you can't beat the examiner, I read that. 

FLB I want you to go right out and get your money back. 
JER No, I never attempted to beat the examiner cause you 
can't beat the examiner. But I think there is subjects that 
might not be good polygraph material. 

FLB Well based on a whole bunch of tests, you're pretty 
good material and a good responder... 
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Notion that Soviets 
use FOIA hearsay 


By GEORGE LARDNER 
Washington Post News Service 

WASHINGTON — The notion 
that Soviet agents keep picking up 
valuable informational littlecost in 
this country by using the Freedom 
of Information Act has been repeat- 
ed so often on Capitol Hill in recent 
years^that it usually goes unchal- 

But it won't stand up under court- 
room scrutiny. The proposition has 
now been tested, first by FOIA re- 
quests for evidence and then in a 
lawsuit brought under the act. 

The results showed that U.S. de- 
fense and intelligence agencies are 
unable to cite a single instance of a 
Soviet bloc attempt to use the law to 
collect intelligence since Congress 
passed the act in 1966. 

"This is not to say that such activi- 
ty has not occurred.” Paul M. Rosa, 
the lawyer-researcher who chal- 
lenged theciaim.said cautiously. “It 
simply means that there is no evi- 
dence that it has occurred. ... What 
you have here is hearsay building on 


hearsay at a policy level. One guy 
makes a claim and someone else 
picks it up." 

That. itappears,is whathappened 
when Rear Adm. Edward A. Bur- 
khalter Jr., director of the govern- 
mentwide Intelligence Community 
Staff, made a speech in San Francis- 
co last Jan. 5 at a conference of the 
Armed Forces Communications 
and Electronics Association. 

The admiral's topic was Soviet In- 
dustrial Espionage, and hedevoted 
most of his talk to the illegal pirating 
of American technology by Soviet 
KGB officers and their allies. 

But he warmed up with a claim 
that "one of the more productive 
means by which the Soviets have 
acquired large amounts of valuable 
information in recent years has 
been adroit use of the Freedom of 
Information Act. Just by asking the 
right questions, the Soviets are able 



produced only a CL 


RosasuedBurkhalterandtheCIA : 

> find out what evidence they had In any case, Rosa said he was sa- 
ir the admiral’s talk. Backed by the tisif ied that there was no evidence 
rivateiy funded Center for Nation- of Soviet use of FOIA as a device for 
I Security Studies, the litigation espionage or technology transfer. 


US officials to sign vow of non-disclosure 

WASHINGTON (API— Public disclosure of themostsensitive " * 


DMN 10-1-83 

Review of FBI papers ordered 

WASHINGTON — A federal appeals court 
ruled Friday that the FBI may not destroy 
files of historical value without allowing gov- 
ernment archivists to review them. But the 


Corning ^elu$ Friday, September 9, 1983 

Pair asks Reagan to delay 
rules to halt leaks of secrets 

associated Press may be harmful to our national se- 

WASHINGTON — Two House curity, the directive covers a much 

DMN 10-5-83 

Court backs CIA censors 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Coi 
Appeals Tuesday upheld the CIA's cens 
of portions of a highly critical article 
mer agent Ralph W. McGehee conci 
purported CIA "disinformation" activi 
Iran, Latin America and Indonesu 
three-judge panel ruled unanimousl 
“the CIA classification and cens 

President Reagan ot 
to implement net 
aimed at stemming i 

1 Thursday not Reps. Don Edwards, D-Caiif.. and 
w regulations Patricia Schroeder, D-Colo., wrote 
the leak of sen- the president. 

It said the CIA action was constitutic 
applied to the article, a censored ver: 
which was published in The Nation ii 

sitive: information by federal em- They also said the administra- 

ployees until Congress has finished tion has not provided evidence 
reviewing the rules. showing a clear link between its 

"While everyone agrees that the proposals to expand the use of lie- 

In another development Tuesday, the 
Intelligence Committee unanimous, 
proved a bill to exempt certain CIA file 
search and review under the Freedon 
formation Act, including files that ii 
covert action, counterintelligence anc 
technology spying devices. 

sensitive, classified information ments and tiie leaks. 







FWST 9-14-83 


DMN 10-15-83 


The shroud of secrecy 

Government tries to damp on off/dol lid 




Diana McLellan 6-12-83 

DEPARTMENT OF BU2ZY 
HEADS . . . Here we go again. Tim 
Leary, the turn-on-tune-in-drop- 
out guru, has dropped in again for 
long enough to churn out a new 
tome. Flashback carries on about 
JFK’s dope life, among much else. 

The prez’s high-times partner, 
Tim thinks, was the late social 
painter Mary Eno Pinchot Meyer. 
She, of course, was JFK's 2-year 
amour, the ex-mate of CIA agent 
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THE VERY FIRST JEAN HILL INTERVIEW by Gary Mack 

As far as WBAP radio is concerned, tapes of the Fort Worth station's news coverage on 11-22-63 no longer exist. But I 
recently located those tapes, about 15 hours of the most important events, and have found several interesting pieces of 
evidence One is the very first interview of assassination witness Jean Hill. 

At 1:02pm, WBAP broke away from NBC Radio News and aired this live telephone interview, apparently from the Dallas 
Sheriff's Office: 

R: ...uh, from Dallas? 

JH: That's right. 

R: And, uh, did you see the shooting, miss? 
jH: Yes sir. 

R: Can you describe what happened? 
jH: Yes sir. 

R: Will you do that now? 

JH: Uh, they wore driving along, uh, and we were the only people in this area on our side and the shots came from directly 
across the street from us. And just as the President's car became directly even with us we took one look at him, and he was 
sitting there, he and Jackie were looking at a dog that was in the middle of a seat, and about that time two shots rang out just 
as he looked up, just as the President looked up. And these two shots rang out and he grabbed his chest and looked like he 
was in pain, and he fell over in the seat and Jackie fell over on him and said "My God, he's been shot." And just after that, 
more shots rang out and the car sped away. / 

R: Now what kind of car was that? 

jH: What kind of a car was it? The President's car! 

R: No, I mean where did the shots come from? 
jH: The shots came from the hill. 

R: From a hill? 

JH: Yes, it was just east of the underpass. , We were on the south side of the street. 

R: Did you see, did you look up there where the shots came from, ma'am. 

JH: Yes sir. 

R: Could you see anyone? 

jH: I thought I saw this man running, but I looked at the President and, you know, for awhile, and I looked up there and I 
thought I saw a man running. So right after that, 1 guess I didn't have any better sense, I started running up there, too. 

R: Uh huh, and what is your name? 

JH: Jean Hill... 

She stuck with her story through heavy cross examination by the Warren Commission and, at one point, told how her hus- 
band often made fun of her for seeing what she thought was a dog. She had decided it was the white and yellow roses given 
to Nellie Connally. Jean Hill has since divorced, remarried, and still lives in Dallas. 


3htj3allaj<J5lorninsifcliyi Su nday, September 11. 1983 


Panel to seek $3 million for JFK exhibit 


By Laura Miller 

Staff Writer of The News 

A board of 11 Dallas citizens has 
been appointed by county officials 
to raise S3 million from the private 
sector for a John F. Kennedy ex- 
hibit in the former Texas School 
Book Depository. 

The poard also will make all fi- 
nal decisions regarding the con- 
struction and opening of the ex- 
hibit. tentatively scheduled for 
completion in late 1985. 

Business people, attorneys and 
local historical activists make up 
the board, which includes four 
women, one Hispanic and one 

“These people were selected for 
their expertise and leadership in 
the community," said Lindalyn 
Adams, who is on the board and has 
spearheaded the planning of an ex- 
hibit since the county purchased 
the book-depository building in 

week, and we’ll begin by setting up 
an office and electing officers," 
Adams said Friday. "I also hope we 


“There are probably some people in Dallas who 
would not support this effort because there are still 
some very, very strong feelings about the 
assassination. But you can’t change history.” 

_ — Hugh Robinson 


will have time to discuss when our 
fund-raising should begin." 

Last April, blueprints and small- 
scale models of the The 6th Floor — 
the tentative name for the exhibit 
— were unveiled to county com- 
missioners. 

No original artifacts will be on 
display. Plans call for the use of vi- 
deo materials, photographs, dia- 
grams and a model of Dealey Plaza 
to review the events of Nov. 22, 
1963, and trace the evolution of 
subsequent investigations into the 
Kennedy assassination. 

The Washington, D.C, designers 
who presented the plans said they 
expected 500,000 people a year to vi- 
sit the display. Tourists will have 
access to the sixth-floor exhibit via 
an elevator that will be built in a 


tower separated from the building. 

Admission probably will be sev- 
eral dollars, although organized 
school groups will be admitted 
free, planning officials said. 

The board members appointed 
by Commissioners Court were Wil- 
liam Cooper, former president of 
the Dallas Market Center Co.; Joe 
M. Dealey, chairman of the board 
of A.H. Belo Corp.; Becky Power, 
wife of former Irving Mayor Robert 
Power Boone Powell Sr., president 
of the Baylor University Medical 
Center Foundation, and Jess Hay of 
Lomas and Nettleton. 

The Dallas County Historical 
Commission appointed its current 
and past chairpersons — Shirley 
Caldwell and Lindalyn Adams, re- 


The Dallas Historical Society se- 
lected William Collins, a senior 
partner with Thompson A Knight, 
and Samuel Moreno of the Petro- 
leum Energy Corp. 

Appointed by the Dallas County 
Heritage Society were its president, 
Harriet Weber, and former US. 
Maj. Gen. Hugh Robinson. 

“1 think it's taken a long time for 
the climate to change so that Dallas 
is ready to do this,” Ms. Weber said. 
“I'm looking forward to getting this 
underway and showing Dallas that 
it needs to get it done.” 

"1 would like to contribute my 
personal perspective and input into 
this project," Robinson said. 

“There are probably some peo- 
ple in Dallas who would not sup- 
port this effort because there are 
still some very, very strong feel- 
ings about the assassination. But 
you can't change history. Let's deal 
with it" 

The board’s organizational 
meeting will be at 4 p.m. Wednes- 
day in the Commissioners Court- 
room in the old school-book deposi- 
tory. which is now called the Dallas 
County Administration Building. 
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A BRIDGE TOO NEAR . . . Uproar 
on Martha's Vineyard. The cry’s 
gone up to tear down, or maybe sell, 
the Chappaquiddick Bridge. Walt 
Wood, honcho of the Chappaquid- 
dick Island Association, hates rub- 
berneckers who roar up in cars, 
buses and helicopters to gape at the 
spot where Teddy Kennedy met his 
conscience 14 years ago. This, darl- 
ings, is the islanders' second stab at 
ditching the bridge. A few years 
back, when they first floated the no- 
tion, a mystery Australian was wild 
to actually buy the thing and tote it 
home. Not Rupert Murdoch, surely? 
Still, the new gossip season's off 
with a bang. 


FWST 8-12-83 

Stokes . . . wrongdoing denied 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, 
chairman of the House Ethics Committee, says 
there is nothing wrong with his using $4,000 in 
campaign contributions to pay lawyers who de- 
fended him against drunken-driving charges. 

“It has been done by many other members of 
Congress and it is perfectly legitimate under 
precedents established by the Ethics Committee 
dating back to 1979,” Stokes was quoted as saying 
in the Washington Post 

Attorneys for Stokes have appealed his convic- 
tion on a charge of driving under the influence of 
alcohol. 

Stokes was charged with drunken driving af- 
fer his arrest in March on his way home from a 
late congressional session. Police released him 
after deciding — mistakenly, superior officers 
said later — that he was immune from arrest 
while Congress was in session. 


FWST 9-9-83 

Senator 'still loves' NY C 
after he, socialite mugged 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sen. Christopher Dodd, D- 
Conn.. says he still loves New York even after he 
and socialite Amanda Burden were robbed at 
gunpoint as they walked to Gracie Mansion to 
meet Mayor Edward Koch. 

Burden suffered minor injuries but refused 
medical treatment 

Dodd and Burden were walking near the may- 
or's mansion Thursday evening when they 
passed a silver-colored auto. Two men. one with a 
gun, jumped out of the car and demanded their 
valuables, police spokesman Sgt. Raymond 
O'Donnell said. 

He said one mugger pqt a gun to Dodd's throat 
and took his wallet containing an undetermined 
amountof cashand credit cards while his confed- 
erate grabbed a chain around Burden’s neck. 
When he was unable to yank the. chain off, he 
knocked her down and grabbed her pocketbook 
containing $300 and credit cards, O’Donnell said. 
The -muggers then fled in the car. 

Burden suffered minor scrapes and scratches 
but refused medical aid and the couple proceed- 
ed to meet Koch for drinks and dinner, O'Donnell 
said. 


DMN 9 - 6-83 

WILBURN, Melvin. 59. of Dallas, laborer 
for Texas School Book Depository. 
Services 11 a.m. Tuesday, Lott’s Fu- 


DMN 8 - 19-83 



(Johnson was Jack Huby’s piano player 
at the Vegas Club) 
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JFK film predated killing 


Book says 


Home movie depicted president's death, photographer says 


NEW YORK — President Kenne- 
dy made a home movie depicting his 
death two months before he was 
assassinated in Dallas, according to 
a new book and a former White 
House photographer. 

“I did one special movie,” says 
Robert L. Knudsen, who said he shot 
the movie during a weekend in 
Newport, R.I., in September 1963. 
“The president wrote the script It 
was kind of personal, and he didn't 
want anyone to know about it 
“He just called me over one day 
and said they wanted to have some 
fun and shoot a movie,” the former 
White House photograher said. “I 
said 1 had camera equipment in the 
car and he said ‘good.’ ” 

The movie is detailed in Ralph G. 
Martin's A Hero for Our Time, pub- 
lished by Macmillan Pu Wishing Go, 
“The man with the binoculars 
watched President Kennedy as he 
got of f the Honey Fitz (the Kennedy 
yacht) at Newport and walked down 
the long pierat Hammersmith Farm 
(the estate of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh D. 
Auchincloss, parents of Jacqueline. 
Kennedy Onassis)," the book says. 

“Suddenly Kennedy clutched his 
chest and feil flat on the ground. 
Walking behind him, was the digni- 
fied Countess Crespi and her small 
son. Both simply stepped over the 



JOHN F. KENNEDY 
. . . reportedly made film 


President's body — as if he were not 
(here — and continued walking 
toward the shore. 

“Right behind the countess came 
Jacqueline Kennedy, and she. too. 
daintily stepped over her husband’s 
ixxiy . Behind her was (Paul Burgess) 
Red Fay, undersecretary of the Na- 
vy and Kennedy's PT-boat buddy. 
Fay stumbled" and fell directly on 
the President’s body. Just then, a 
gush of red surged from the Presi- 


dent’s mouth covering his sport 

An Associated Press story dated 
Sept. 21, 1963, details a movie made 
in Newport, but says that it was Fay 
who lay down on the dock and that 
Kennedy stumbled over him. The 
book says the movie was made over 
Labor Day weekend. . 

Knudsen, who- -worked in the 
White House from the Truman ad- 
ministration until the Ford adminis- 
tration, confirmed, the book’s ac- 
count and said the sequence had 
been shot several -times, perhaps 
with a change of cast. Reportersob- 
served the action, hut none was 
close, he said — thus the reference 
to “the man with thebinoculars" in 
the book's passage. 

He refused to say what had be- 
come of the movie. He said Jacque- 
lyn Onassis was the only member of 
the family who had seen it. No such 
film is in the archivesof the John F. 
Kennedy library in Boston, said 
Mary Lee Quinn, an audio-visual cu- 
rator, although the libary does have 
another Kennedy film shot by 
Knudsen. 

“I know, because I was custodian' 
of thefilm,” said Knudsen in a tele- 
phone interview from his beach- 
house on the Virginia shore. 

There were about four other 
couples there,” he said. "They 


thought it would be kind of fun to do 
it. There was a little dialogue, but 
I'm not about to repeat it. It was 
done in confidence, and even 
though he’s dead, it’s still in confi- 

When Kennedy was killed on 
Nov. 22, 1963, while riding in a mo- 
torcade in Dallas, Knudsen said he 
thought back to the home movie. 

"I wondered if it was a premoni- 
tion he had or a quirk of fate," he 

Martin said in an interview that 
Kennedy was preoccupied with 
death. 

"He- had a feeling about death," 
Martin said. "He'd comeback from a 
trip and say. Thank God 1 wasn't 
killed today.' 

“He always asked his friends how 
they’d like to die. Someone finally 
asked him and he said, 'airplaije.' 
Why? He. said, quick.' " 

Martin said he traveled with Ken- 
nedy during the presidential cam- 
paign in 1959 and wrote the book 
Front Runner, Dark Horse — a po- 
Iiticaf story about the race. 

He said he spent five years compil- 
ing material for A Hero for Our 
Time, and conducted hundreds of 
interviews. “1 tried to double-check 
everything in the book.’’ he said. 
“But what I have ! stand by and feel 
very strongly about." 



DMN 7-28-83 

Group seeks funds for JFK statue 


By Jackie Calmes 

Austin Bureau of The News 

AUSTIN — Contributions to pay 
for a 14-foot statue of former Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy were re- 
quested Wednesday at the state 
AFL-CIO convention, but a Dallas 
park board spokesman said the 
board knows little about the pro- 
posed statue. 

Sam Dawson of the United Steel- 
workers of America made the pitch 
for contributions for the statue, 
which he said would be unveiled 
Nov. 22, the 20th anniversary of the 
Kennedy assassination. 

The statue would be erected on 
the “grassy knoll” at the site where 
•Kennedy was fatally shot in Down- 
town Dallas in 1963, he said. 


An identical statue would be 
unveiled the same day in Houston, 
Dawson laid. 

Jack Robinson, director of the 
Dallas Psirk and Recreation Depart- 
ment, said that about six weeks ago, 
a few AFLCIO members inquired 
about what they needed to do in or- 
der to place a statue in Dallas. 

"But they have not come back 
with any formal request," he said. 
“I expressed to them then that if 
they wanted to have something by' 
the 20th anniversary (of Kennedy's 
death) they needed to expedite 
things. It’s not something you can 
get cleared overnight.” 

Robinson said a formal request 
must be filed. He said the group 
also would have to present to the. 


committee for art in parks architec- 
tural details and proof that the un- 
ion members have the money for 
landscaping around the statue. 

The project then would have to 
be approved by the culture commit- 
tee and the park board before the 
statue could be erected, he said. 

Dawson said that money for the 
estimated $300,000 cost of the sta- 
tues is being raised nationwide 
through the Houston-based John F. 
Kennedy 20th-Year Anniversary 
Commemorative Committee. 

He showed union members a 27- 
inch bronze replica of the statue, 
which depicts Kennedy walking 
and carrying a book. He said the 
sculptor would be Donald De Lue, 
whose works include a 14-foot 
bronze of George Washington at 


Valley Forge. 

Dawson urged labor leaders to 
help meet the Nov. 22 target date, 
telling them: “There are no life-size 
statues of John F. Kennedy in this 
country." 

Jannette Nikolouzos of the Hous- 
ton fund-raising committee said 
former Dallas City Council mem- 
ber Ricardo Medrano is leading the 
Dallas fund-raising effort 

According to a pamphlet about 
the project that is being distributed 
at the AFL-CIO convention, the ef- 
fort was undertaken by Texas citi- 
zens — not only union members — 
“to honor the memory of the late 
President and his love for human- 
ity." 

Staff writer Cyndi Mitchell contrib- 
uted to this report. 


BRIEFS. .. .After six months in cable tv marketing, I've 
returned as station announcer to KXAS-TV, the Dallas/ 
Fort Worth NBC affiliate; more money, better hours, 
and extra time to put together the newsletter - begin- 
ning with this issue, Coverups will be bimonthly with 
some extra issues for busy months.... As you've seen, 
the past few months have been particularly quiet { but 
November should push us all into overload i the three 
major networks have scheduled documentaries and other 
specials, and numerous magazines and newspapers are 
doing features and supplements. .. .AP reporter Mike 
Cochran, one of those who carried LHO's coffin in 1963, 
has done a major story which will not run in the local 
papers) if you 3 ee it, please send an original for use 
in Coverups. .. .CBS News may do a computer enhancement 
of the Bronson film at Itek (is this a good, news-bad 
news joke?) ... .Another news organization arranged for 
a computer enhancement study of the Moorman photo, 
but the scientists suddenly panicked, refused to con- 
tinue the work and confiscated the computer tape - the 


picture is safe and there'll be more to come.... Jim 
Marrs and many of us were hoping for a get together 
with researchers, but travel funds did not match the 
strong interest.... Pete Kay, lifelong friend of tall 
tramp lookalike Charles Harrelson, was recently shot 
in the leg -in Houston and is in good condition; were 
they the two men driving the car Rose Cheramie "fell” 
out of? Just wondering. .. .The above statue story is 
not the only stupid Texas idea for the anniversary - 
Dallas Democrats, led by the brainless team of Bob 
Greenberg and Frank Hernandez, have invited Jackie, 

Ted, Tip O'Neill, the Pope, Lady Bird Johnson, John 
Connally, Kennedy family members, supporters, advisers, 
and just about .everyone who can spell JFK to a tribute 
in Dallas that initially was to begin with a solemn 
march from the TSBD (now a county building) to the 
memorial a few blocks away.' Definition of dumb) those 
guys don ’ t understand why everyone declined to attend 
....Anyone notice that RFK Jr.'s attorney in Rapid 
City, South Dakota Cwgiere he was ‘-charged with heroin 

. possession-) ,, is named ¥oh#'Fitzgefeald? 
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